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COMMENTS OF Mercy Medical Airlift.

Hexrcy Maedical Airlift submits theee Comments
in support of the Petition of Sky Station International, Inc.
(*Sky Station*) to establish a new Global Stratospheric Tele~
communications Service ("GSTS8") in the 47.2-47.5 GHZ and 47.9-
48,2 GHx Frequency Bands. Mercy Medical Airlift urges the
Commission to implemant promptly appropriate rules for the
inplementation of GSTS so that this service can be made available
to the public as soon as possible. As explained below, the tele~
communications services offered by GSTS will serve the public
interest by providing the air medical transport and medical-
rolief community with a superior method of exchanging and
accessing critical health care information and communicating
oparational nessages. Mercy Medical AAlrlift believes, therefore,
that GSTS will lead not only to improved health care across the
globe, but that it will make a difference in the number of lives

saved.



Mercy Medical Airlift is an organization that provides,
coordinates and manages a nationwide nstwork of charitable air
medical transport non-profit charity organizations serving the
public goocd. There are scores of patients moved daily all over
the U.S. and reliable, inexpensive telecommunications and
position tracking data is an essential component for all
operations. Federal Aviation Requlations rsquire that MMA
medical and flight crews stay in touch with our Medical Director
and dispatch office. The current extremely high price of such
ramote commuinications keeps our airborne crews tied to making
calls from ground pay phones every time they land - often delay-
ing flights. When our medical crews need physician direction -
they must now again find pay phones (as cellular phone won’t work
because they are landing in different cities and towns). This
works very poorly and is frankly unreliable. Mercy Medical
Airlift is involved in the transport of nearly 7,000 patients per
year. Raliable low-cost communications is easential to our

operation.

IT. PUBLIC INTEREST BENEFITS OF G313

GSTS will provide the medical community and the medical
air transport community with a much needed world-wide, affora-
able, and reliable communications service. In the medical area,
the ability to exchange information quickly and reliably is

critical. In some areas, those providing medical assistance
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cannot even afford toc access such vital information or
communicate their needs of situation. Through the low-cost
global services provided by GST3, however, the medical-relief and
air medical trangport communities will now be in a position to
access and to tranemit around the world, including to third world
countries, life-saving health care information. Such information
would include, for example, telenedical diagnoses of injuries and
digseases. Further, GSTS will enhance universal emergency rescue
and warning services. Thus, GSTS® will not only assist the
medical relief and ajy medical transport communities in meeting
nedical needs and treating illneas and disease, but it may, in
fact, prevent nedical disasters from occurring in the first
place.
IITI. SUMMARY

In summary, Mercy Medical Airlift believeas tnat the
telecommunicationg service offered hy GSTS will enhance
international and stateside wmedical-relief efforts. The interest
of the public is best-served by izproved and increased exchange
of medical information. Mercy Medical Airlift strongly supports
the petition of Sky Station and urges the Commisaion to implement

promptly rules for GSTS.
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